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EXPERT TECHNICAL GUIDE 
PRINTING FOR INTERIORS 

GUIDE 4: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 



FREQUENTLY   ASKED  QUESTIONS 

PRINTING FOR INTERIORS 
1. HOW ARE PRINTED FABRICS MADE TO BE COLOURFAST? 

Depending on the print method, the colours are bonded 

with the fabric using different techniques to ensure that 

they resist friction and washing. 

 
2. WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO INVEST IN NEW 
TECHNOLOGY FOR PRINTED   INTERIORS? 

Investment depends on the growth needs of the business 

and on taking advantage of new market and technology 

options. But investment decisions should be based on clear 

business objectives and realistic evaluations of the market. 

 
3. IF WE WANT TO GET INTO PRINTED INTERIORS, 
WHERE DO WE START? 

Start with a full audit of your existing business: capacity, 

technology, range of services, customer and job profiles 

and staff capabilities. An audit will help you to identify 

where you have scope for expansion and how you can grow 

the business on the basis of services for printed interiors. 

 
4. WHAT IS THE BEST TECHNOLOGY FOR 
PRINTING WALLPAPERS? 

This depends on the volume you want to print and if you are 

printing murals or conventional wallpaper. Most wallpapers 

are printed using screen, flexo or gravure, depending on run 

lengths. Digital printing is a cost-effective option for short 

run bespoke work on certain substrates. 

5. HOW DO I ENSURE THAT COLOURS PRINTED ON 
FABRIC AND OTHER MATERIALS MATCH? 

Robust colour management at all stages of the project is 

the only way. From design through to final printing, you 

need to manage colour data. Profile the combination of 

inks, substrates and devices, and make sure everyone 

in the supply chain understands how to ensure colour 

appearance consistency. 

 
6. HOW SHOULD I ADVISE CUSTOMERS TO CALCULATE 
DIGITALLY PRINTED WALLPAPER REQUIREMENTS? 

Make sure they measure the walls accurately and that you 

take into account any pattern repeats in their design when 

printing the job. Make sure they include sufficient bleed or 

overlap in their production files. 

 

7. DO I NEED SPECIAL SOFTWARE FOR INTERIORS? 

Adobe Illustrator is the most commonly used application 

for two dimensional design work. Adobe Photoshop 

works too and there are various plugins are available to 

add specialisation. Other options are Edrawsoft Edraw for 

wallpapers, and The Fabric Stuido’s Fabric Studio for textiles. 

8. DOES IT MATTER WHAT RESOLUTION I PRINT AT? 

Resolution is a tricky subject and it definitely matters. The 

viewing distance is a useful guide to the ideal resolution: 

the closer the work is viewed the higher the resolution. We 

work with 300 ppi for prints that are to be looked at close 

up. For larger formats viewed at a distance, the image 

resolution can be lower down to about 100 ppi. 

 
9. HOW CAN I BE SURE WORK WILL BE PRINTED AS 
EXPECTED? 

Get customers to supply a proof of what they want with 

the job or provide proofs compliant to ISO 12647-7 which 

defines digital data proofing processes. This is especially 

important if you want to ensure that colour appearance 

matches expectations. 

 

10. WHAT RESOLUTION SHOULD SCANNED IMAGES  HAVE? 

We generally recommend 300 pixels per inch (ppi), but 

if you are planning to use a digital image, say an A4 

photograph, for a huge poster the higher the better. Keep 

in mind that every time you enlarge the scanned image 

you are spreading the captured data across a wider area. 

This means less data or pixels and printed dots per square 

inch (ppi and dpi), so the image has to have sufficient 

resolution to look good when blown up. 
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