
 

 
 

SET 2 
MAY 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EXPERT TECHNICAL GUIDE 
PREPRODUCTION DATA MANAGEMENT 

GUIDE 4: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 



FREQUENTLY   ASKED  QUESTIONS 

PREPRODUCTION DATA MANAGEMENT 
1. WHY IS PDF BETTER FOR PREPRESS 
PRODUCTION THAN NATIVE FILES, SUCH AS 
INDESIGN OR QUARKXPRESS? 

PDF is a secure container for data and it is not subject 

to interpretation in the same way that the contents of a 

layout file can be. 

 
2. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO AUDIT THE 
WORKFLOW? 

You need procedures in place to monitor system 

performance and to identify potential bottlenecks and 

errors. 

 

3. WHY ARE NAMING CONVENTIONS IMPORTANT? 

They make it easy for people to identify files in the 

workflow. They provide workflow systems with a means 

of routing files automatically. 

 
4. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PRINT 
DRIVER AND A RIP? 

Every digital printing device depends on software to tell it 

how to convert data into output. The driver is specific to 

the output device. Raster Image Processors do a similar 

job, but they also convert vector data into a continuous 

tone bitmap to be screened and turned into halftone dots 

for output. 

5. HOW CAN I AVOID MISSING FONT ERRORS IN 
PDFS? 

Make sure your customers and operators know how to 

embed the fonts they use when they create the PDF. Do 

not assume that it is impossible to create PDFs without 

embedded fonts. 

 

6. WHY IS PREFLIGHT CHECKING IMPORTANT? 

It ensures that files are print-ready before they progress 

through production to the printer or press. Set up preflight 

routines to automatically check files as they are received. 

 

7. WHAT IS PDF/X (ISO 15930)? 

PDF/X is a collection of PDF versions used in print 

production. It specifies digital data file exchange within 

and across print media supply chains. The standard has 

various parts, each intended for different workflows and 

with varying levels of flexibility. 

 
8. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CROSS-MEDIA 
AND TRANSMEDIA? 

Cross media has been much hyped in recent years, as 

people have recognised that the same digital data can be 

used in numerous different media channels, such as print 

and on a web page. Transmedia links different media 
channels so that they are interdependent catalysts, like 

using a QR code in print to trigger an online response, 

or a discount code from a magazine or poster for online 

bargains. 

9. WHY ARE THERE SO MANY VERSIONS OF PDF? 

There is only one version of PDF, and that is ISO 32000. 

Adobe has handed over the development of PDF to 

ISO, however Global Graphics also makes a version of 

PDF which is used by various manufacturers to provide 

additional functionality. 

 

10. HOW OFTEN SHOULD I BACK UP MY DATA? 

If data is your most important asset, back it up frequently. 

Elaborate disaster recovery sites can be maintained so 

that in the event of catastrophic loss, the data and 

production systems are safe. Data recovery for print 

media companies should be routine and the frequency 

depends on the volume of files, their value and the cost of 

recovery in the event of system failure. 
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